
Why Tamarack is so popular 
 
Tamarack is truly popular with its residents.  I keep track and upwards of 40 percent of the sales in Tamarack are to people who 
already live there (upsizing or downsizing) or to their relatives or close friends.  When people leave Tamarack it is most often for 
reasons of health or mortality.  When you ask them what they like about Tamarack, here is what the residents will tell you. 
 
Management:  Tamarack has a tradition of full-time, on-site professional management.  The longtime manager, Lou Glauner, 
recently retired.  The recently appointed manager is Lori Zunker.  Lori is a former resident of Tamarack. Her assistant, Jean Hilgers, 
has many years of experience in her role.  The manger oversees a full-time maintenance crew who are on a first name basis with the 
residents and are always looking for ways to be helpful.  Maintenance staff members are available not only for work that is the 
association’s responsibility but also to help residents with day-to-day needs.  Snowbirds take advantage of regular home monitoring 
by the staff.  At the board of directors level there is a strong tradition of community participation and thoughtful decision-making. 
 
Fiscal Stability:  Tamarack has a long tradition of prudent financial management.  There has not been a special assessment in more 
than twenty years.  This tradition is reflected in the extensive budgetary information on the association’s website.  The recent 
roofing and siding project is a good example.  The hail storm of September 2010 hit Tamarack with full force. The association 
negotiated insurance settlements of 100% on the roofs and 75% on siding.  The association had been accumulating reserves for a 
fifteen year phased plan for roof and siding replacement.  After careful study and opportunity for resident input, the community 
determined to go ahead with a full scale project of replacing all roofs and all siding and, to do the job right, to replace all gutters and 
downspouts and to do related trim refurbishing at the same time.  Accumulated reserves combined with the insurance proceeds to 
fund the entire project.  To rebuild reserves, monthly fees were increased about $30 per unit for the 2012 calendar year and went 
back down in 2013. 
 
Security:  The combination of on-site, attentive management and strong financial stability contributes to a sense of security for the 
residents.  “We feel so safe here” is something I hear from residents all of the time. 
 
Community:  Because Tamarack residents stay in Tamarack and attract their friends and relatives to live there, Tamarack has a 
strong sense of community.  As I like to say, Tamarack is a place where people walk their dogs (which are permitted, by the way) and 
talk to their neighbors.  Amenities like the swimming pool and the community garden (at the corner of Westfield and Tree Lane) add 
to the neighborhood feel.  For those who choose to partake, there are many group and social activities some of which make use of 
the clubhouse facility. 
 
Location and Campus:  Tamarack’s 320 units are located on 54 acres with (I’m told) 9000 trees a few blocks from West Towne and 
with easy access to the beltline.  Haen Family Park is just to the west and Walnut Grove Park adjoins to the north.  Ashman Library is 
a comfortable walk through the Sauk Creek neighborhood. 
 
Variety and Flexibility:  Except for the units to the south of Tree Lane, each Tamarack home has its unique floor plan.  While the 
association’s policies protect the architectural themes of external appearance the owners have flexibility in enhancing their 
structures.  Residents are also free to enhance the landscaping around their homes.   
 
Value:   Visitors to my open houses who are not familiar with Tamarack often inquire about the amount of the association fees.  For 
openers, they often fail to take into account that the association is responsible for the maintenance and insuring of the structure.  
Every Tamarack home has a new roof, new siding, new gutters and downspouts and refurbished trim and it was all paid for out of 
regular monthly fees.  Owners insure their contents and that policy covers the association’s $10,000 deductible.  The savings to the 
owners is in the neighborhood of $75 - $80 a month.  The association fee also covers all of the common services and amenities.  The 
only “extras” I can think of are $35 per year for a plot in the community garden and $50 per year if you want your recycling picked 
up at your home.  I have talked with scores of Tamarack residents over the years and I have yet had one of them complain about the 
fees.  With all that Tamarack gives them, they feel that they are getting their money’s worth. 
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